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Additionally, I urge my colleagues to 

join me in cosponsoring the Ethiopian 
Consolidation Act, which would ad-
vance human rights in the Horn of Af-
rica and links U.S. foreign aid assist-
ance to full compliance with the Al-
giers Agreement. We must see to it 
that the tragedy of the last decade is 
not repeated. 

f 

HOUSE TO VOTE ON INCREASING 
THE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, next week 
the House will have its first vote to in-
crease the minimum wage in over 10 
years. This is good news for the more 
than 7 million hardworking Americans 
who today only make $5.15 an hour. It 
could also be good news for millions of 
middle class workers who could see 
their hourly wage increase as a result 
of the higher minimum wage. 

Despite repeated efforts by the House 
Democrats to expand economic oppor-
tunity for millions of Americans over 
the last 9 years, the House Republican 
leadership has refused to allow the 
floor vote on increasing the minimum 
wage. Next week they have no choice, 
however. Thanks to action in the 
House Appropriations Committee on 
Wednesday, the committee voted to 
gradually increase the minimum wage 
from $5.15 to $7.25. 

The American people should not be 
surprised that the out-of-touch House 
Republican leadership is also voicing 
strong opposition to the wage hike and 
vows to kill it next week. This would 
be shameful, and millions of Americans 
will be affected. They need to have a 
living wage. 

I look forward to the vote next week 
and hope that the House will finally 
take action in a new direction to ex-
pand economic opportunity for all. 

f 

POLITICAL PROGRESS CONTINUES 
IN IRAQ 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, in only 3 years, the world has 
watched the nation of Iraq transform 
from a brutal dictatorship to a prom-
ising democracy. Saddam’s torture 
chambers and mass graves have been 
replaced with democracy’s voting 
booths and legislative referendums. 

Today Iraqi citizens are working tire-
lessly to secure their freedoms. By par-
ticipating in the election of the transi-
tional assembly in January of 2005, the 
drafting of an approval of the Constitu-
tion by October and the national elec-
tions in December, they have dem-
onstrated that they refuse to allow ter-
rorists to determine the fate of their 
country. Last month, Iraqis achieved 
another historic victory when they an-
nounced their new unity government. 

U.S. troops, coalition forces and Iraqi 
citizens continue to face challenges in 
establishing a civil society in Iraq, 
which protects American families by 
destroying terrorist training camps in 
the central front of the global war on 
terrorism. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITY TO 
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS BY IN-
CREASING THE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, next week the 
House will finally have an opportunity 
to lift millions of hardworking Ameri-
cans out of poverty. For the first time 
in a decade, we will have a vote on the 
House floor to increase the minimum 
wage so that 7 million Americans can 
finally make a living wage. I think 
most Americans, quite frankly, would 
be stunned to hear that the House Re-
publican leadership has refused to 
allow a vote to increase the minimum 
wage for over 10 years now. 

Republican inaction has led to the 
fact that the minimum wage is at its 
lowest level in 50 years. In fact, if the 
minimum wage had just kept up with 
inflation since 1968, it would have been 
$8.88 in 2005. That is still, quite frank-
ly, a pittance for what people need to 
live. 

House Democrats are committed to 
expanding economic opportunity to 
millions of Americans who are just try-
ing to make a living wage. They want 
to provide a better tomorrow for their 
families. A majority of the House Ap-
propriations Committee defied Repub-
lican leadership earlier this week and 
supported an increase in the minimum 
wage to $7.25. That is only fair. 

Seven million Americans deserve a 
minimum wage, an increase in the min-
imum wage, so let us make sure they 
get it. 

f 

HONORING C.J. FOUTS 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of C.J. Fouts, a busi-
nessman and community leader in the 
city of Smyrna, Georgia, in my dis-
trict. Mr. Fouts passed away this week, 
leaving behind his wife, Betty, three 
children, eight grandchildren, four 
great-grandchildren, and a community 
full of grateful citizens. 

Mr. Fouts captured the essence of the 
American dream, Mr. Speaker. He 
came to Smyrna at age 18 from rural 
Georgia in search of work. He started 
his own business, a service station that 
later grew into a sales shop for cars, 
trucks and equipment. 

Mr. Fouts gave his time, energy and 
passion to the Smyrna business com-
munity. He has the distinction of pos-

sessing the longest active business li-
cense in the city of Smyrna, 54 years. 
Just a few weeks ago the city honored 
him with a plaque commemorating him 
as a founding member of the Downtown 
Development Authority. I am so 
thankful to have been in attendance. 

Mr. Speaker, our communities are 
blessed with men like C.J. Fouts. Their 
work ethic boosts our economy, and 
their determination allows our towns 
and our cities to flourish. Smyrna, in-
deed, and the State of Georgia, lost a 
great man this week, but his work and 
vision live on throughout the city. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Mr. 
Fouts’ memory. 

f 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
DEBATE ON THE GLOBAL WAR 
ON TERROR 

(Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, today is an important day in 
the United States Congress. Beginning 
around noon this afternoon, the House 
will debate for 10 hours the Iraq war. 
The question will be should we con-
tinue on the course that President 
Bush and the administration has set or 
should we have a new plan? We will 
have 10 hours of debate. 

Consider, over 2,500 young men and 
women killed, over 30,000 amputees, 
blinded and the like, hundreds of thou-
sands who will have mental health defi-
ciencies when they return. Retired gen-
erals have spoken. We need a new di-
rection. The troops should be rede-
ployed. They should be brought home 
at the most practical time with a plan 
that we don’t now have under this ad-
ministration. 

So, America, listen and look. Should 
we stay the course, or should we have 
a plan of redeployment to protect our 
troops and to protect America? 

f 

DEBATING THE GLOBAL WAR ON 
TERRORISM IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
today we will hold discussion and a de-
bate about the global war on terrorism 
and about the battles in Afghanistan 
and in Iraq. It is appropriate indeed 
that we do so. 

This week, we are celebrating the 
Army’s birthday. We are celebrating 
Flag Day, and we are continuing to 
honor the men and women who serve so 
brilliantly in the U.S. military. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I want to rise 
for a moment and honor the men and 
women of the Tennessee National 
Guard. They have had deployments in 
the past year, and they have served 
with distinction. Today many of the 
junior officers and the commanders of 
the Tennessee Guard are in town. They 
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